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#+ KITCHEN CABINETS
# GRANITE COUNTERTOPS
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+HARDWOOD & LAMINATE FLOORS
+DOORS AND WINDOWS
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Sri Guru Gobind Singh

The pragmatic saint-soldier for liberty, justice and equality

by Dr. Harbans Singh Sraon

Sri Guru Gobind Singh
was the tenth Guru of
the Sikhs. He is known
as a Saint-Soldier for his
spiritual power and
courage to stand for
human rights and jus-
. tice for all.

408-531-7057 | His upbringing

Born on December 22,
1666 AD at Patna, Bihar, India, his
name was Gobind Rai and his parents
were Guru Tegh Bahadur and Mata
Gujri Ji. After the martyrdom of his fa-
ther in 1675, Gobind Rai at the age of
nine became the 10th Guru. He soon
mastered languages including Punjabi,
Hindi, Brij, Arabic, Persian and Sanskrit.
He was skilled in horsemanship and
martial arts using spears, swords and
archery. With spiritual, moral and phys-
ical courage, he was a great fearless
leader and said to be so strong that he
had killed a lion that attacked people.
His times

Guru Gobind Singh witnessed
the common man suffering from inter-
nal and external enemies. External
forces of foreign invaders, particularly
the Mughals, killed Hindus by the thou-
sands, robbed their properties, and en-
slaved men, women, and children.
Women were mistreated, auctioned in
Ghazni, Afghanistan, for a petty consid-
eration of two dinars. Hindus were
banned to wear good clothes, turbans,
or ride horses . They were given mini-
mum possessions for mere survival.
They were given two choices, either
convert to Islam or pay Jazya, a protec-
tion tax, which was often 60 % of
their income.

Internally, a common person
was also being exploited by the upper
class called Brahmins. They divided so-
ciety into four castes. The lowest caste
was the shudra, untouchables, who
were condemned to slavery. In order to
cheat the common man of his worldly
goods and money, they created fears
and superstitions. They said that the
only way to escape reincarnation was
to give everything to the brahmins and
they will pray for their spiritual welfare
in return.

Guru Gobind Singh wanted to
help the common man. He established
the order of Khalsa, (the pure ones)
who will fight injustice and provide
equality so that common persons could

enjoy liberty and peace.
Guru Reveals the Order of Khalsa

On Baisakhi day 1699, Guru
Sahib addressed the congregation and
said the Guru needs something special
from his Sikhs. Drawing his shiny
sword, he asked for volunteer who will-
ingly would sacrifice his head for the
Guru. No one answered his first call,
nor the second call. On the third invi-
tation, Daya Ram came forward and of-
fered his head to the Guru. He was
taken inside the tent. The Guru re-
turned to the gathering with blood drip-
ping from his sword. He demanded
another head. One more volunteer
came forward and entered the tent
with him. The Guru again emerged with
blood on his sword. This happened
three more times. All five men, Daya
Ram, Dharam Das, Himmat Rai,
Mohkam Chand and Sahib Chand came
out of the tent with distinct dresses un-
harmed. Guru Sahib renamed then
Bhai Daya Singh, Bhai Dharam Singh,
Bhai Himmat Singh, Bhai Mohkam
Singh, and Bhai Sahib Singh.

Guru Sahib poured clear water
into an iron bowl and adding patashas
(Punjabi sweet) into it, he stirred with
khanda, a double edged sword, accom-
panied with recitations of scriptures. He
called this mixture Amrit, or holy
water/nectar. He used it to baptize the
five men who had volunteered to sacri-
fice their lives for the Guru. They were
given the title of Panj Piyare, the five
beloved ones. Their last names were
changed to Singh which meant Lion
showing they were now free of their
prior castes and religions and collec-
tively were designated Khalsa.

The Guru astounded the five
men and the assembly as he knelt in
front of Khalsa and asked them in re-
turn, to initiate him as member on
equal footing in the Khalsa. Gobind Rai
became Gobind Singh by joining the
order of Khalsa.

Guru Gobind Singh then ad-
dressed the Khalsa: “"Now on you are
free of caste, men will be addressed as
Singhs, lions, and women as Kaurs,
princesses." He stated they will be
equal in social status, not believe in su-
perstitions or rituals, meditate on God'’s
name, earn living by honest means,
and serve humanity with tan, man and
dhan (body , mind and wealth). Guru
Sahib directed the Khalsa to keep five
symbols, Kesh (natural uncut hair),

Kangha (comb), Kara (steel
bracelet) to do good deeds,
Kacchera (special shorts)
chastity, Kirpan (sword) for self
defense and to defend others.
His directive was to live a pure
life in the household. No adul-
tery, no tobacco, no meat pre-
pared in halal way, no
intoxicants, no female infanti-
cide, and no cutting of hair.

Guru Sahib also of-
fered the freedoms of faith, oc-
cupation, and lineage. The
Khalsa was not in the caste
system and their new names
made them all equal brothers and sis-
ters. A force of pure ones, the Khalsa
order, was established to provide liberty
and justice for all. This was a unique
event in human history and a revolution
to fight internal and external exploita-
tion of innocent citizens, eradicating
cruel and unjust foreign rule.

To bring such evolution, Guru
Gobind Singh sacrificed his immediate
family and thousands of his beloved
Singhs and Kaurs. His father, Guru Tegh
Bahadur, was martyred in Delhi, de-
fending the religious rights of Kashmiri
Brahmins. His two eldest sons, Ajit
Singh and Jujhar Singh ages fourteen
and seventeen, gave their lives while
fighting Mughal army. His two younger
sons, Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh,
ages seven and nine, were bricked alive
at Sirhind by a cruel Mughal governor
at Sirhand. His mother Mata Gujri ji
took her last breath at the same place.
After losing six members of his imme-
diate family and many of his dear Sikhs,
he accepted the will of God and contin-
ued his mission for the rest of his life:
liberating India and ending atrocities
committed by internal and external
forces. Renowned historians and
philosophers have made the following
remarks about Guru Gobind Singh:
"By the creation of Khalsa, Guru Gobind
Singh aroused the valor of the masses
and filled the high ideals of social free-
dom and national pride. By virtue of
faith, Khalsa fought tyranny at all
costs, rose as political force to reckoned
with where lowest was equal with the
highest.” Joseph D. Cunningham

“Guru Gobind Singh was a rare
combination as saint, pragmatic leader,
a military general, scholar and poet. His
life and teachings shed light on Indian
history. The five symbols of Guru Gob-

ind Singh gave strength to the body,
mind and soul and developed an inte-
grated personality of the wearer.” Prof.
Hari Ram Gupta

“The key note of vast literature
of Guru Gobind Singh reflects opti-
mism, freedom from superstition and
strong faith in the Oneness of God of
all humanity, voice against injustice and
tyranny.” Principal Teja Singh

"By instituting code of conduct
for his followers, his personal bravery
under all circumstances, persevering
endurance amidst difficulties and his
final victories over his powerful
enemies.

Guru Gobind Singh was un-
doubtedly a great soul.” W.L McGregor
In the words of Guru Gobind Singh:
“None is my enemy, none is stranger,
all human beings are my friends.”
“Take the broom of divine knowledge
into your hands and sweep the filth of
ignorance.”

“Grant unto me this boon, O Lord, that
I may never be deterred from doing
good deeds.”

“I should have no fear of the enemy.
When I go to battle, and turn victory
decidedly to my side.”

“When all peaceful means have
failed, it is but righteous to take to
the sword."

Nobel laureate Bertrand Russell
wrote “Sikhism has the capacity to lead
the human race, but Sikhs have not
brought out in the broad daylight, the
splendid doctrine of their religion,
which has come into existence for the
benefit of mankind.

This is their shortcoming even
sin.” Mr. Russell has challenged and
encouraged every Sikh to share true
essence of Sikh philosophy and way of
life for the betterment of humanity.
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M.K Nijjar oo.s'
Rucki Nijjar DD LU

‘ NO SHOTS, NO DRILL, NO PAIN!

“A
“Esthetic Crowns, Bridges & Dentures

“Teeth Whitening-Oral Surgery
%:Root Canal Treatments
% Treatment & Prevention of Gum Disease

Across From Washington Hospltal & Bart
1895 Mowry Ave. Set 104 Fremont (Cal) 94536

Heer Tntrodeacing
eéaat emm

King of Sweets Now Presents

o wmauﬂwmﬁmwéﬁwﬁsma

¢ BHEL PAPDI CHAAT ¢ FALUDA KULFI
* KHASTA KACHORI

* GOL GAPPE (PANI PURI)
RAJA SWEETS & INDIAN CUISINE

| 31583 Alvarado Blvd. Union City, CA 94587

Phone : (510) 489-9100

J Preet Fubeies & Applionce
R | ot wind dem sk et

feffeet, i &
m,mmm»@mmmmm»@

E 7 5¢ o famest & dua & dwe ot

O\ i i e e, g, 7, g 3 3 P v e 1

[ 0RO 0 TR R 0T RS PN
'/ 1119 5156 mowry AVE. Fremont, CA 94538

‘ w:510-797-71115x. 510-135-5350
(Fon. Wore Tufs. Call Onkan)

APRLIANGE SIS {11 T

SONY, SANY, JVC, PANASONIC, LUGGAGE CROSS, PARKER PENS, OSTER BLENDERS

0 Tvs, VCRs, DVD @ Watches (Seiko, Citizen & Swistar)
® Tape Recorders  ® Shavers & Trimmers

¢ Camcorders ¢ Cellular Phones

¢ DVD Players ¢ Medical Equipment

¢ Cordless Phones ® Calling Cards

AUTO AND BODY WORKS

Jasbir Singh Takhar  Free Estimates ~ Harmandeep
510-755-2132 Free Towing Singh
A3 88 79 famy @it 9t &t faumie 3 feser a9t € U2 &7 o
SRR o137 AiET J| yIEnt A9 yetes i3 E-291 T YTH YET J
We Do Complete Engine, Transmission, Body and
Paint Work. We Sell Used Cars at a Good Price

1421 Industrial Phwy West: F 310- 733 1111

Hayward, CA 94544

=i Moon Indian Cuisine
vl 910-780-9233

Scfiorid Sge w a8, Aca ewd arm ad

* 100 Sfoni 3@ <3 3 [ uadt 39
* g wI' feu defdar st 10 SRS Sa &<
*  gg3 Il 3H9ad9 dd

Fish Pakora

= U3 a8
= wfos
=3, AasEL, aedl,

Gill
510-709-5285

Paul
510-978-7170

Over 30 Years Experience in Restaurant & Catering Business

fE€smis-fel, wfans«l gl

s fefims adls (993)

600 West Harder Rd. Hayward, CA 94544
Phone (510)780-9233 Fax (510) 780-9812

www.moonindiancuisine.net |
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Our STATED commercial loan programs:

Office, Retail, Warehouse, Self-Storage, Automotive Service

No Seasoning on Refi's using purchase price
700 Minimum Fico, Fully Amortized Loans
No Balloon Payment
Can fund in Individual, Trust or LLC / Corporation

Gas Station Loans:

PURCHASES

We have 100% loan (USDA)
97% Conventional - no mortgage insurance

Hiring Real Estate Agents

& Loan Originators

= Commercial / ReS|dent|aI loans

www.desiloanbroker.com

Our Full Doc Commerclal loan programs:

Construction Loans - Commercial

5+ units and Mixed-Use 96.5% FHA
Loan amounts from $75,000.00 to §750,000.00 90% JUMBO o mortgage insurance Multifamily, Industrial /Retail,
No Income Verification / No 4506 / No Ratio . S
No Employment Verification Interest only 5/1 ARM Office Buildings, Apartments

Minimum loan amount $350,000

Great rates ! Close fast !!
Call us for your any commeraal [residential scenario;

Up to 85% LTV | Lowest Rates in the Industry
25 Year Fully Amortized Financing, Branded and Non-Branded
Seller Carry Options Available
REFINANCES
Up to 80% LTV | 20-25 Year Financing | Low Rates
Cash out for Improvements

No Closing Cost Refinance/Cash Qut
Select your remaining years ie

8,9,10,11... to 30.

PURCHASE YOUR HOME wirH usT 1% bowN No out-of-pocket cost
One month's rent could get you into your dream home ’ N

* You put down 1% your lender contributes 2@, given you 3% equity at closing. Ra I'Ij it Ka ndﬂla Sall]eev Sha rma exce pt a p p ra Isa I

+ Closen 30 daysr s I | |530-755-1130 530-218-6323 Since 2003

* Available with no monthly Mortgage Insurance down payment NMLS # 347022, BRE £ 01800662 ws 2352848, Bre 2 01786924 | - CaliforniaCommerciall@outlook.com

Piering Law Firm

Ynifdar & @9H

Piering Law Firm practices in the areas of personal
injury, including automobile accidents, defective
products, dog-bite cases, and wrongful death. All consulta-
tions are free. Associate attorney, Sukhtej Atwal speaks
Pun]abl and can provide legal translation services.
* YT fEmd, ANS We Wai3 <, 1e
YTEae, 93" 3¢ ¥ AN M3 T3 o K3
& o ¢ HTfaq|
* FET9 8% < et @ At
* 13 OB U I 995 ®E Ruaw
WERTH (MRFIE WeaaY) 3 ATHG 76

TR e T
Robert Piering, a member of the California
State Bar is responsible for this advertisement.

775 University Ave, Sacramento, CA 95825

916-446- 1944

California

Since 1998

Wwaélw’a"[‘élf‘e‘q’m

g< Al feg &, &, afues 7 nuE 5 ’%é’reuﬂaezna*eﬁu
&9- Punjabi TV California or WWW.YPDTV.COM

AT Punjabi TVCalifornia 2retu a9 »i3 g-fe€w 3 feg Arar
YdTa™ SreEte Y|

gar RSt =7 &9 93s A9T I Live fewfenr 3 At
WWW.YPDTV.COM 3 A & ag3 AGMit feeafela & 3u A= I

far & gIoHe, 399 A936 AT II YAIH § YT BT
Yaadan Punjab Diyan 3 Punjabi TV California 27€tu 91

99 Arear<dl &t
Ranjit Kandola & 530-315-1020 3 €& &9
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Raj Budwal

(Investment and Fiancial Advisor)

Budwal@sagepointadvisor.com

Budwal and Associates
315 Piercy Road,
San Jose, CA 95138

How much house can I afford?

Answer:

Years ago, the general rule of
thumb was that you could afford a
house that cost two and a half times
your annual salary. Today, most people
finance their home purchases. As a re-
sult, determining how much house you
can afford generally equates to how
large a mortgage you qualify for and
how much of a down payment you
will make.

To determine how large a mort-
gage you qualify for, lenders use formu-
las known as qualifying ratios.
Generally, these qualifying ratios are
based on your gross monthly income,
your housing expenses, and your long-
term debt. To qualify for a conventional
mortgage, your housing expenses
should generally not exceed 28 percent
of your gross monthly income. Your
monthly housing expenses include

mortgage principal, interest, taxes, and
insurance (often referred to as PITI). In
addition, the Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau's mortgage rules sug-
gest that borrowers have a
debt-to-income ratio that is less than or
equal to 43 percent. That means that
you should be spending no more than
43 percent of your gross monthly in-
come on longer-term debt payments.
When shopping around for a

mortgage, compare the mortgage rates
and terms that various lenders offer,
and then get preapproved or prequali-
fied with the lender of your choice. That
way, you'll know exactly how much you
can afford before you begin searching
for a house.

Each situation is different and
unique. To discuss your particular finan-
cial and real estate decisions
contact us.
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