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By Pilar Marrero,
Ethnic Media Services

Editor's Note: Amidst growing
concerns over pandemic-related delays
in the census deadline, one veteran
voting rights activist finds reason to
hope and sees potential for gains in
representation by underserved groups,
especially Latinos.

EMS contributing editor Pilar
Marrero is an author and veteran re-
porter for La Opinion.

LOS ANGELES -- Thomas
Saenz is that rare voting rights advo-
catewho is optimistic about delays cre-
ated by the COVID 19 pandemic in
filling out census forms —and in submit-
ting data for use in redistricting.

Delaying the deadline for data
used to redraw voting districts for seats
in the U.S. House and state legislatures
will negatively affect elections in sev-
eral states, redistricting reformers like
Common Cause argue. They have
asked Congress to review a request
from the Census Bureau for a four
month delay.

Saenz, president and general
counsel of the Mexican American Legal
defense and Educational Fund
(MALDEF), sees the delay as a way to
ensure a more accurate censuscount.
That's the key, he argues, to ensuring
fairerpolitical representation, whether
on school boards, city councils, state
legislative and congressional districts —
even elections for local dog catcher.

Despite the low self-response
rates for Latino areas, Saenz believes
there’s a real potential for more Latino
representation in the 2021 redistricting
across the country.

“The low response rates were

INTERVIEW WITH THOMAS SAENZ

A CENSUS OPTIMIST — MORE TIME WILL LEAD TO
MORE ACCURATE COUNT, SAYS MALDEF PRESIDENT

expected. This delay gives not only the
Census Bureau but groups like NALEO,
all of us, more time to get people to re-
spond. And the more time we get, the
more complete the count. Some peo-
ple just take time to be convinced and
often on the ordinary timeline, there’s
not enough time to do that”
Saenz says.

“This was never going to be a great
Census because of the Trump Adminis-
tration which is the most divisive
ever,”Saenz adds on reflection. “But
again, having more time is good.”

Saenz pins hopes on increases
in the census count in Texas, where the
gains in Latino immigration over the
last decade have been dramatic. “Even
if the state is not investing any money
in outreach, it's projected Texas can get
up to three new Congressional seats,
and at least one or two of those should
be Latinos.”

He predicts push back from the
state legislature, which conducts redis-
tricting, unless the Democrats take the
state house in the upcoming elections,
Then, he says, it's a different
ball game.

California, on the other hand,
may lose a seat but Saenz says it won't
be a Latino one. “I expect to see a cur-
rent seat that isn't Latino becoming
Latino.” And he expects to see a gain in
Arizona and possibly one in Illinois,
given the increase in both states’ Latino
population. “Illinois has one Latino ma-
jority seat and I expect it to become
two, if the population has increased
there as I expect it has. This might be
the time”

Redistricting usually starts with
the delivery of “apportionment counts”
to the President on or before Jan 1 --

the total population count of each state
and the number of congressional seats
to which each state is entitled based on
that count. The total number of seats
is fixed at 435, but the population of
each state determines whether they
win or lose districts every 10 years. Re-
drawing legislative districts based on
census data usually begins on April 1,
at the latest.

Because the whole Census op-
eration has been delayed by the pan-
demic, the Census Bureau has asked
Congress to extend the deadline for de-
livering data about Congress to April
30, 2021, and to the states to July
31, 2020.

Saenz sees potential pluses in
delaying reapportionment of the House
of Representatives from the end of De-
cember to April.

It may actually mean a new
President will be in office who won't try
to discount immigrants in the redistrict-
ing count, Saenz says.

Last July the Trump Adminis-
tration issued an executive order to
have departments collect “citizenship
data” for the Census Bureau. It is a
move widely seen as building the case
for states to restrict redistricting counts
to citizens only — rather than immi-
grants. The executive order came on
the heels of the Supreme Court’s ruling
prohibiting the addition of a question
about citizenship in the Census ques-
tionnaire.

Delaying state data will also
allow a new president to “stop any mis-
chief” regarding the use of citizenship
data to exclude non citizens from re-
drawing legislative districts. “A new ad-
ministration can come in in a deliberate
manner and stop that from going on...

If more time is needed to gather and
deliver the data, they should not waste
time on the executive order anyway.
They must concentrate resources on
tabulating the questionnaires, and not
in having departments turn over citi-
zenship data to the Census Bureau.”

One argument against post-
poning the data is that redistricting will
be a rushed process. Here again, Saenz
takes a pragmatic view. “Texas is al-
ways a rushed process because the leg-
islature is only in session for two
months — March and April — and they
have an early filing deadline for candi-
dates in 2022. In the worst case, they
may have to change the deadline. For
us, if there is a legal challenge to their
redistricting, it will be a burden, but
it's okay.”

In California, it's not the legis-
lature but a commission of appointees
that oversees redistricting. Saenz says
the commission can do some of its
work before the data is released, start-
ing with testimony from communities
about their interests in being repre-
sented, “They won't know the num-
bers or be able to promote maps, but
they can say: ‘We don’t want to split
this area.”

Redistricting advocates worry
about Virginia and New Jersey which
hold legislative e elections in 2021.
Saenz says, “Maybe they will have an
election without new lines. Is that a
disaster? In my mind it's not.”

For Saenz, the significant in-
crease in the Latino population over the
last decade will create real opportuni-
ties for more political representation in
the decade ahead.

More time gives him reason to
hope for a more accurate count.
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A Loving Tribute to A Great Father (Baghban, Gardner)

By Dr. Harmesh Kumar
President, Therapeutic
Residential Care Services Inc.

A great soul, my father (Lala
Karam Chand Ji) left us for his heavenly
abode on May 20, 2020. He utilized his
more than eight decades on this earth
to nurture his children, his extended
family and the community at large. He
left behind his wife, Mrs. Gurbachan
Kaur, three sons (Dr. Harmesh Kumar
and his wife Geeta Kumar, Mr. Hardip
Kumar and his wife Mrs. Joty Kumar,
and Dr. Dharam Vir and his wife Jasleen
Kaur), two daughters(Mrs. Pooja
Sachdeva and her husband Mr. Ajay
Sachdevaand Mrs. Seema Kumar and
her husbandPrinciple Bhupinder Singh
Thind), his seven grandchildren
(Raibhya, Primal, Jayesh, Sabrina,
Lavanya, Bhavesh and Tanisha), and
many cousins, nieces, nephews along
with their children, grandchildren and
great grandchildren.

He was born in a very well to
do family during his time in his village
Nainowal Jattan, in the District of
Hoshiar pur, Punjab, India. His father
(Late Munshi Ram Ji) was a Lambardar
of the village and was well known and
a helpful community member in the
area. Lala Karam Chand ji had one

afe3-19 HoHSt i3 for a9 B Bas8s
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older brother, two younger sisters and
many cousins who he treated like his
own siblings. While growing up, I never
thought that his cousins were not his
real sisters or
brothers. When he
was in 7th grade, he
got very sick and
could not go to
school for one whole
year as he had to
bike to his school
many miles away
from his village. He
was very disap-
pointed since he
was not able to con-
tinue his studies.
However, he told his
mother at the age of
14 that he does not
want to stay in the

gle handedly and sent them to Punjab
University and PGI, Chandigarh. Be-
cause of his ideology that education is
the only thing which will make one suc-
cessful in life no
matter what place
or conditions one
will live in or face in
life, my father also
made sure that his
brother’s, sisters’
and cousins’ chil-
dren who lived in
the village will come
and study in Hoshiar
pur by which he
supported all of
them - financially
and  emotionally.
They all respect him
like an elder in the
family and my

village and wants to
have his own business in the city of
Hoshiar pur. His mother gave him the
money, and he opened his first shop in
Committee Bazar, Hoshiar Pur. Later, he
bought a piece of land and built his
own market and home, put Flour Mills
in Hoshiar Pur, and eventually extended
his business to Kalka and Chandigarh —
where he raised five of his children sin-
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cousin Keshav Hira
said “Mama [maternal uncle] was cool
and a gentle soul and was ahead of his
times.”In order to support my father,
my mother would continuously cook
food for the whole day for so many
people without any problems.

My father was a very practical
and pragmatic man. He adopted the
ancient Indian philosophy which be-

lieves that first you have to take care
of your needs, then your children’s
needs, then your extended family’s or
cousin’s needs, then your local commu-
nity, and later the needs of the larger
community. He was the founding mem-
ber of establishing a school in his Mo-
halla Subhash Nagarand a community
center, Gurudwara. He also contributed
to our Mandir Baba Balak Nath ji in our
street. In 1996, my father started a
trust in Chandigarh — National Rehabil-
itation Institute — to provide free hear-
ing aids to poor seniors in Tricity areas,
organized health camps for poor people
in Punjab, Chandigarh, Punchkula and
Himachal where doctors from PGI,
Chandigarh would go and perform pro
bono services for the poor. In 1999, he
came to the United States of America
(USA) and helped me grow my busi-
ness here in America.

With this being said, my father
was a very nurturing gardener
(Baghban) not only of our family, but
also his extended family andhis local
community.He has left a heavy
fragrance for the times to come. We
are sure that his lighting guide will con-
tinue to shine and lead us to do good
deeds and help humanity in the times
to come. We will miss him dearly.
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A tall professional suitable match
(preferably doctor, lawyer or busi-
nessman) for a 29 year old Cana-
dian born beautiful Grewal girl,
over 5' 7" tall, only child, dual citi-
zen, conversant with both cultures,
kind hearted, animal lover, own
house, post graduate, lawyer with
Federal Government in Florida.
Please contact via email: LawEr-
GapPiL@gmail.com
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P Moon Indian Cuisine
¥4 510-780-9233
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Fish Pakora
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— Over 30 Years Experience in Restaurant & Catering Business
RAJA SWEETS & INDIAN CUISINE = e —

31583 Alvarado Blvd. Union City, CA 94587 600 West Harder Rd. Hayward, CA 94544

Phone: (510) 489-910()| Phone (510)780-9233 Fax (510) 780-9812|

www.moonindiancuisine.net

TEC
)

Your Best Busin

&% M3 ya'S edad uiﬂ'ea &€l nia :ﬂ ﬂm mHl edat a¥l e¥iaia i age fee ot

THE WEST'S LEADING FULL-SERVICE TRUCK
AND TRAILER DEALERSHIP

tuus & LEASING -+ PARTS & SERVICE * FINANCE & INSURANCE

P o

-b-'

HARJINDER SINGH BAL
NEW TRUCK SALES

Direct 707-640-7114 | Cell 510-613-3573
hsingh@tecequipment.com -

S e !
N “v :
\ /
L]

TECEQUIPMENT.COM

8555 Pedrick Rd Dixon, CA 95620
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. Cosmetic &
w Family
o Dentisiry

UPPAL DENTAL CARE

50 % Discount for Cash Patients

oy

Call for Details

Straighten Teeth
Without Wires

FREE TEETH WHITENING WITH PAID EXAM,
X-RAY & CLEANING.
YOUR INSURANCE USUALLY COVER THESE SERVICES

Charanijit S Uppal
D.D.S.

Strictly Maintained
Sterilization Standards
Most Insurance
Plans Accepted

1750 CLEAR LAKE AVE
Milpitas, CA 95035

408-942-4400

Laser Treatment
Lumineers/Veneers
Dentures & Partials
Root Canals

Bad Breath
Cosmetic Dentistry
Crowns & Bridges
Tooth Extraction
Gum Treatment

1191 W Tennyson Rd. # 4,
Hayward. (CA) 94544

510-786-1780

www.uppaldental.com

TASTE OF INDIA

DEVINDER SINGH PABLA (OWNER)
510-791-1316

5144 MOWRY AVE (ON FARWELL DR)
FREMONT, CA 94538

510-773-8810 .l

Quick Lube
& Smog

OIL CHANGE & SMOG CHECK STATION

SUKHWINDER BHELLA

gogibhella@gmail.com
691 W. Tennyson Rd

Hayward, CA 94544
PH 510-757-6775

FAX 510-292-0330

PREET FABRICS € APPLIANCE

At JBH® mis dAies feg < fsmfest € AHe,
fr8wdt,ers = 39 AN, fenrg »Et Bfdar ni3
fsafast ¥ Uz S Jue I
A'S a& Jdit, fAgeT, 937, 979, A9, IHS 3
I9 fenra e A <t fHseT I

YOUR ONE-STOP CENTER BOTH FABRICS & APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES & LUGGAGE CROSS,
PARKER PENS, OSTER BLENDERS
Watches (Seiko, Citizen & Swistar)

Shavers & Trimmers
Cellular Phones

Onkar Singh Banwait

5156 Mowry AVE. Fremont. CA 94538
Tel- 510-797-7111
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL AND GET THE BEST
/AA I S S I O N POSSIBLE PRICES AND HIGHEST PROFITS
P E A K B R 0 c K E R S I N c I am a top rated Business and Commercial Real

Estate broker with vast experience in Sales.

For the best possible price and highest profit, call a Business . mns . -
Professional. Acquisition and Financing

of Commercial Real Estate.

As the President of Mission Peak Brokers, Inc. and also a
Commercial Real Estate Broker, I offer you guidance that is
based on extensive experience in Sales. Acquisition and Financing
of Commercial Real Estate and the purchase of businesses.

Mission Peak Brokers, Inc. is a leading Business Brokerage firm
based in the San Francisco Bay Area providing t he services
required for the sale and acquisition of main street retail business
opportunities and commercial real estate as well as an all-inclu-
sive assistance with the business and commercial loan process.

We are here to secure your objectives through a standard of
aggressive diligence, measurable integrity and the highest
standard of excellence knowing our client's satisfactions is
our ultimate goal.

DOLLARS
& FOR YOUR COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

(510) 490-9705

hrsidhu@gmailcom
4 wwwmissionpeakbrokers.com {

Harpreet "Harry" Sidhu, CBB | Pk W
Broker/presiden R e

BRE Lic #1433114 TF R
Broker Lic # 01792260 ~)

REALTOR




