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“"DON'T LET US DISAPPEAR" -

YOUTH CONTEST WINNERS

URGE SAN FRANCISCO PARENTS TO FILL OUT CENSUS

By Sunita Sohrabji and
Sandy Close

At a time when San Francisco lags be-
hind the statewide average in census
response rates, youth artists and writ-
ers have a special message for those
who have not yet filled out their forms:
“Don't let us disappear.”

The young people spoke at a
June3 virtual awards celebration hon-
oring winners of a Census contest for
14-21 year olds dubbed “Why My Fam-
ily Counts.” The contest drew over 100
contestants working in several medi-
ums, including watercolor, charcoal and
pencil sketches, as well as poetry,
essay, spoken word and video. The
contest was designed to engage youth
in the process of ensuring an accurate
census count.

The celebration opened with
apanel of civic leaders and census ex-
perts who drew direct connections be-
tween young people insisting on being
counted and nationwide protests over-
racist violence.

“Our communities of color and
particularly our black community are in
pain,” noted Adrienne Pon, Director of
the Office of Civic Engagement and
Community Affairs which sponsored the
contest. “Today’s event is about more
than an art contest. It's about celebrat-
ing the voices and creativity of our
youth who choose to express them-
selves... in ways that give us reasons to
hope that tomorrow will bea better day,
that black lives matter, that we ALL
count.”

Currently, San Francisco has a
response rate of 58% compared to the
state average of 61%. The Bay Area
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overall has a 68% response rate. Last
week, the county hit a plateau, regis-
tering an increase of only 1%, noted
Robert Clinton, OCEIA's project man-
ager for the 2020 Census. Clinton
noted that tracts of the city which re-
ported high rates of COVID-19 infec-
tions also had low census participation
rates, as did neighborhoods with the
lowest income levels.

Clin-

tem and sanctions police brutality also
has robbed many black communities of
the resources they need and deserve,”
said Kim.

David Tucker, a census expert
with the state complete count commit-
tee, pointed out that since 1980 Cali-
fornia’s black population has had a
below average participation rate. “We
need to use this opportunity that we
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people.” He
referenced the long lengths of time
people wait on the phone to reach a
census operator as well as limited lan-
guage options.

“The language of the census
doesn’t really make a whole lot of
sense to people who are limited English
proficient who are under educated or
who have been marginalized in many
other ways,” Clinton said.

Stephanie Kim, Director of
United Way Bay Area, described the
census as a tool of empowerment that
“gives communities a say in who leads
the political institutions that have the
power to protect or to harm us.”

“Our communities deserve to
thrive, not just survive. The same
racism that permeates our justice sys-
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out to vyour
families and friends. The census is the
thread that binds us all.”

Sonny Le, a specialist with the
Census Bureau, announced that the
Census Bureau wants to activate youth
leaders who could become census enu-
merators in their own communities. Le,
who grew up as a refugee from Viet-
nam in a Tenderloin apartment with
three other families, noted that “For
me, the census is personal. Some of
my relatives are still facing the same
problems of access and services I didin
the 1980s.”

Youth speakers followed the
census advocates with personal stories
echoing the importance of the census
as a tool of visibility and empowerment.
Angelo Gerard Ubas, 14,said “I painted
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a family of birds standing on a tree
branch looking at the city skyline which
was blurry.I know the census doesn't
count animals...but the census will
sharpen the image of the city, of who
lives here, and help government know
what they have to do to improve.”

Maygie Li, 21,said her family
immigrated from China and moved to
Montana where her grandparents
helped build the railway. She is cur-
rently a student at California College of
Arts. In drawing the face of a woman
etched against a map of Native lands in
Montana, she aimed to uplift an invisi-
ble population, and show “how we are
all connected and need to be counted.”

ElijahLadeki, 18, recited his po-
ementitled “Counted Out” which he
wrote “as an opportunity to help my
community.”The poem, excerpted here,
describes “all my life” living in housing
projects. "I will look at my single
mother and wonder why she is
stressed/I can’t miss out trying to give
us a mention/It's been way too long
putting our rights on layaway.”

Jesse Martin, 15, shared his
video of a Thanksgiving meal celebrat-
ing his large family which he calls “a
mix of different ethnicities which are
the foundation of San Francisco. If we
don’t get counted, we get silenced.”

Bobbi Brown, 21, recited her
tribute to the 2010 census, “No one
should disappear/Everyone should
count/community and fear/that
out/2020 Census include all of mine ”

For full texts and paintings by
these and other winners, please go to
https://ethnicmediaservices.org/my-
familycounts/
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INDO AMERICAN DOCUMENTS PREPARATION SERVICES

REGISTERED AND BONDED DOCUMENT SELF HELP ASSISTANCE

AT MeTgat &at It

Available

* Family Petitions * Divorce
* Adjustment of Status

* Work Permit

* Citizenship Applications
* Affidavit of Support

* Religious Visa

* Visitor Visa

Indian Visa/ Passport/ OCI
Power of Attorney / WILLS for Indla

AT Blos AIfeiie T Yudead
596 feg 373t Hew q9e T

Translations Services

Please contact for appointment at Cell: 510-449-7646 or email at indoamericandocs@gmail.com

Weekend and late Evening Appointment also available,
We can provide self help service at consumer's specific direction in following matters:

Immigration Forms Ml Family Law Assistance

* Sale Purchase Agreement
* Formation of Corporation

NOTARY SERVICES

* Child Support
* Child Custody

Estate Planning Assistance

* Living Trust and Wills
* Durable Power of Attorney
* Healt Care Directives

\ ’I ‘ !s\\\

SMILE DHIR

Lega Name Change

Eviction/ Unlawful Detainer

Lease / Residental Agreement

OFFICE ADDRESS: 31833 ALVARADO BLVD, UNION CITY, CA 94587
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A tall professional suitable match
(preferably doctor, lawyer or busi-
nessman) for a 29 year old Cana-
dian born beautiful Grewal girl,
over 5' 7" tall, only child, dual citi-
zen, conversant with both cultures,
kind hearted, animal lover, own
house, post graduate, lawyer with
Federal Government in Florida.
Please contact via email: LawEr-
GapPiL@gmail.com
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P Moon Indian Cuisine
¥4 510-780-9233

New Tntroducing
Chaat Comen

 imieve lmawad s,
deféar 28 Sgv v fésmm 9, defter ens a5 a9

* 100 Hfenit 3 I <1 3 S ued 3
* g9 wot feu efdar Lt 10 yStHs a2
*  gg3 Jt 3u9Ea9 IR
Fish Pakora

| Hel a3 gerge ¥ wfoe
” (o ﬁ?g', Hﬁa’li HTGL}! Wﬂﬁ"iﬁ% fewrrg
N onaELpApmcﬂAA'r tFALUDAKULFI Freh e e g ¥ Wl fani e
 9GOLGAPPE(PANTPURI) WKEASTAACHOR! INRERCEEELE I .. 51077170

— Over 30 Years Experience in Restaurant & Catering Business
RAJA SWEETS & INDIAN CUISINE = e —

31583 Alvarado Blvd. Union City, CA 94587 600 West Harder Rd. Hayward, CA 94544

Phone: (510) 489-910()| Phone (510)780-9233 Fax (510) 780-9812|

www.moonindiancuisine.net

TEC
Equnpmenf

Your Best Busin

ae M3 uI'2 eda ydles sl nia I fha, midl eoat adl edisia @ age fee ot

THE WEST'S LEADING FULL-SERVICE TRUCK
AND TRAILER DEALERSHIP

tuus & LEASING -+ PARTS & SERVICE * FINANCE & INSURANCE

P o

-b-'

HARJINDER SINGH BAL
NEW TRUCK SALES

Direct 707-640-7114 | Cell 510-613-3573
hsingh@tecequipment.com -

S e !
N “v :
\ /
L]

TECEQUIPMENT.COM

8555 Pedrick Rd Dixon, CA 95620
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TASTE OF INDIA

DEVINDER SINGH PABLA (OWNER) gée%wrmé
510-791-1316 [ =& aefor v mims vy

5144 MOWRY AVE (ON FARWELL DR)
FREMONT, CA 94538

50-773-8810

PREET FABRICS & APPLIANCE

At JBH® mis dAies feg < fsmfest € AHe,
fA8wdt,ers v 39 ANS, fenrg »Et Bfdar ni3
fsafest T Uz <t Sy I
A'S 3% d&dit, frgeT, 937, 979, A<, IHS 3
J9 fenra e A <t fHser I

YOUR ONE-STOP CENTER BOTH FABRICS & APPLIANCES

APPLIANCES & LUGGAGE CROSS,

PARKER PENS, OSTER BLENDERS

Watches (Seiko, Citizen & Swistar)
Shavers & Trimmers

Cellular Phones

Onkar Singh Banwait

5156 Mowry AVE. Fremont. CA 94538
Tel- 510-797-7111

Cosmetic &
Family
Dentisiry

Cat

L

UPPAL DENTAL CARE

oy

Call for Details

Straighten Teeth
Without Wires

FREE TEETH WHITENING WITH PAID EXAM,
X-RAY & CLEANING.
YOUR INSURANCE USUALLY COVER THESE SERVICES

Charanijit S Uppal
D.D.S.

Strictly Maintained
Sterilization Standards
Most Insurance
Plans Accepted

1750 CLEAR LAKE AVE
Milpitas, CA 95035

408-942-4400

Laser Treatment
Lumineers/Veneers
Dentures & Partials
Root Canals

Bad Breath
Cosmetic Dentistry
Crowns & Bridges
Tooth Extraction
Gum Treatment

1191 W Tennyson Rd. # 4,
Hayward. (CA) 94544

510-786-1780

www.uppaldental.com

OIL CHANGE & SMOG CHECK STATION
SUKHWINDER BHELLA

gogibhella@gmail.com
691 W. Tennyson Rd

Hayward, CA 94544

PH 510-757-6775
FAX 510-292-0330
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CALL A PROFESSIONAL AND GET THE BEST
/AA I S S I O N POSSIBLE PRICES AND HIGHEST PROFITS
P E A K B R 0 c K E R S I N c I am a top rated Business and Commercial Real

Estate broker with vast experience in Sales.

For the best possible price and highest profit, call a Business . mns . -
Professional. Acquisition and Financing

of Commercial Real Estate.

As the President of Mission Peak Brokers, Inc. and also a
Commercial Real Estate Broker, I offer you guidance that is
based on extensive experience in Sales. Acquisition and Financing
of Commercial Real Estate and the purchase of businesses.

Mission Peak Brokers, Inc. is a leading Business Brokerage firm
based in the San Francisco Bay Area providing t he services
required for the sale and acquisition of main street retail business
opportunities and commercial real estate as well as an all-inclu-
sive assistance with the business and commercial loan process.

We are here to secure your objectives through a standard of
aggressive diligence, measurable integrity and the highest
standard of excellence knowing our client's satisfactions is
our ultimate goal.

DOLLARS
& FOR YOUR COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

(510) 490-9705

hrsidhu@gmailcom
4 wwwmissionpeakbrokers.com {

Harpreet "Harry" Sidhu, CBB | Pk W
Broker/presiden R e

BRE Lic #1433114 TF R
Broker Lic # 01792260 ~)

REALTOR




